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The Phoenicians by his son Canaan whom Noah
cursed.

The Egyptians by his son Mizraim, which was
the king Osyris above.

The Libyans and Ethiopians by his sons Phut and
Lud.

So that, in short, Cham was so exceeding fruitful,
that he peopled all Africa, and since that, from
Africa all America, and those particularly populous
parts of Asia called Arabia and Syria.

I expect my light-headed readers, whose wits are
too volatile for this remote story, will call this a dry
subject, though to me I confess it is just the con-
trary ; but as it is too grave for them. I will en-
deavour it shall not be too long for them; so to
oblige folly, and I am sure to the dislike of the truly
wise and solid heads, I leave off before I have done,
that I may not abate that most fashionable custom
of writing most of that which is pleasant, and least
of that which is profitable ; so willing is your humble
servant to be a man of mode, and such a weight does
he put on those who have really no weight in them-
selves.

In favour, then, of the usage of the times, and es-
pecially of the genius and temper I mention above,
I am to leave off those grave though useful digres-
sions, and come back to the progress of magic, the
particular subject before me.

That the Devil was the aggressor in his new cor-
respondence with mankind is not to be doubted, but
that is not so much our business, as to know when
this correspondence began, who was the first among
men that carried en the clandestine dealing, and
how it was managed on both sides.

We have cleared Cham of the charge, as far as
probabilities will go in his favour ; and the truth is,
Cham grew quickly too great, was above the occa-
sion for it^ and being the first, and perhaps the
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